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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Welcome to this first edition of The Roundup, our newly revamped Spring Newsletter.
This new publication will be a chance to pause each winter, to look back over the year
just completed and, just as importantly, look toward the season ahead of us. We are
excited to also announce another new publication coming this fall - The Journal - a
collection of stories from time spent in The Bob during our summer season.

If 2021 was your first year or your tenth year; If you support our work as a donor, sponsor,
or volunteer - we are just thrilled to have you as a part of this amazing community.
Together we make a difference.

Last year was full of new opportunities and exciting challenges. Between our
volunteers and internships, the foundation was able to engage on over 500 miles of
trail improvements and 37 acres of noxious weed treatments. We launched a series of
new Education Programs for The Bob, and found ways to complete this work during
the continuing pandemic. The summer was full of new partnerships and transformative
experiences for many new and returning members of our community. The dedicated
team of Crew Leaders and Interns made our summer flow, and the staff kept our eyes
on serving The Bob while changing lives.

It is certainly an exciting time for this amazing community that loves The Bob so much.
With our efforts, and new investments from the Great American Outdoors Act, the work
picks up on the deferred maintenance needs across the Complex.

Looking to the year ahead of us — the 25th season of the foundation — we are ready to
celebrate (and work)! From our warm up to the season with our Mountainfilm on Tour
events, to the kick off when we get to lace up the boots and hit the trail — we will be ready
to have you join us. You will find a preview of some of our Volunteer Adventures in this
publication — and the full roster of projects go live on our website in March.

There are so many ways to show your love for The Bob, celebrate 25 years of the
foundation and support our work. You can visit the Bob Shop on our website for the
latest in Bob Gear, register to volunteer for a project, come to one of our events or make
a tax-deductible donation. We want to celebrate with you this year — and plan to see you
at our events - from Helena to Bigfork, Choteau to Missoula. We can’t wait to share our

love for this magical place with our community.

See you out there!

Bill Hodge
Executive Director
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VOLUNTEERS OF THE TEAR AWARDS

We love our volunteers - we truly would not be here without them! Each year we’'re thrilled
to recognize a couple of the hardworking folks who go above and beyond for the Bob.

TRAIL DAWG OF THE YEAR: Carolyn Babcock

Carolyn has volunteered with us for eight years, and she's an amazing asset
to have on our trips! Her laid-back, can-do attitude is a great motivator
for other volunteers, and her kindness and ability to pitch in with camp
chores is a huge bonus for our crew leaders.

Why do you volunteer for the Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation?

| was looking for someone to hike with and found out the BMWF

had this wonderful program to do trail maintence. | was hooked after

my first trip. | find it a great way to enjoy what our American pioneers of
conservation worked to set aside. Because of their commmitment we can get
out in nature, enjoy its beauty, solitude and wildlife. As Charlie Russell would
say, “Like it was when the land belonged to God” -
uncivilized, wild and free. A place to get away from

the noise. | also appreciate all of the trail crews over the years who have maintained
these trails — lots of tread work, moving downed trees and lopping brush. | volunteer
because | selfishly want good trails to hike on and its a great vacation.

Do you have a favorite memory or experience on a BMWEF project?

There are many. This last summer at Schafer Meadows our camp was on the
Middle Fork of the Flathead and having a momma elk and her baby walk up the
river towards our camp was a sight | will always remember.

What would you tell people who are thinking of volunteering for the first time?

Don't be afraid to do something you have never done before. This organization takes
care of you. They send very qualified crew leaders, and they train you for the work

to be done. You get to meet and work with people who love the wilderness and

you get to have some really good conversations as you hike, clear trails and work to
control noxious weeds. The great outdoors gives back a hundred fold to the effort
you put in. Get in shape before you go and you will enjoy your time out there.

Carolyn’s crew hiking into Schafer Meadows

PACKERS OF THE YEAR: Melanie Totten, Seline Totten and Judah Westphal

These three are part of an inspiring next generation of packers who
are keeping this historic skill alive and well. Together this team packed
seven one-way trips for us this summer, hauling food, tools and gear into
the Bob for our crews. Their initiative, skill and hard work was greatly
appreciated, and we hope to have them pack for us for years to come!

Why do you volunteer for BMWF?

v (Melanie) | have been packing with my father, Alden Totten, since |
was 12 years old. My love for the wilderness just grew from there.
Three years ago my brother Patrick and | went on our first trip

without our father. I've been trying to pack more every year
and get my sister more involved. This last summer | finally felt ready to take my own crew
and pack for the BMWEF. My sister Seline and family friend Judah took to the trail, both of
them quickly picking up what they needed to do. My love for the Bob Marshall Wilderness
started from a young age. | knew from the very beginning that once | was skilled
enough to go packing on my own with my own crew | was going to. BMWF was the
obvious choice and an easy place to start my journey.

Seline and Judah breaking at Upper Holland Lake

What was a memorable experience you had this summer while out on the trail?
(Melanie) We had many great trips this summer. We rode in all kinds of weather, from
six hours of rain to sunny trails for days. To pick one was really hard, so | asked Judah and
Seline what theirs was. Seline’'s most memorable moment is when she led horses on the trail

for the first time. She pulled three horses over Pyramid Pass and she did awesome. Judah's
favorite moment was waking up early to watch the sun rise on the top of Pyramid Pass. For me, it
was the back-to-back trips to Pyramid Pass and Owl Creek. It was hard and tiring and the horses
were just as tired as us but it was fun and | will never forget those long rides and late nights.

‘ _ﬁbto by-Alex Kim

STORIES FROM THE BACKCOUNTRY
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In July 2021, the Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation embarked on a new type of backcountry adventure
—an introductory Wilderness 101 trip for an affinity group, with the goal of improving access and building
belonging in The Bob. Thanks to a partnership with Here Montana, the trip brought eight BIPOC (Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color) individuals into the Great Bear Wilderness where they learned the history
of the area, practiced setting up a backcountry camp and hiked to the Middle Fork of the Flathead River.

“Our motto is, ‘Connecting People to Wild Places, and it's important to us that this includes all people
who want to experience wilderness,” explained BMWF Program Director Rebecca Powell. “That means
we need to start thinking about the barriers that exist for some — including access to the skills needed to
safely recreate in the backcountry. For those of us who were lucky enough to have someone show us the
ropes, it's easy to forget that these connections are rare or don't exist in every community.”

Alex Kim, Program Coordinator for Here Montana, and Rebecca Powell and Erynn Castellanos frorn BMWF
led the five-day trip, along a number of special guests. Aquatic Research Biologist Kellie Carim led a lesson on
river ecology, and Lailani Upham of Iron Shield Creative shared stories from the ancestral tribes of the area.
The group participated in a Forest Bathing session led by Certified Forest Therapy Guide Ellen Horowitz, and
learned about packing and stock use from BMWF Master Packers Frank Vitale and Krissy Gillispie.

Here Montana is a BIPOC Outdoor Program based in Missoula, but the participants came from all over
Montana. For many, this was their first wilderness experience, and for some it was their first time camping or
backpacking. “Getting to watch the participants experience the outdoors, some of them for the first time ever,
is by far the most fulfilling part of my job,” Alex expressed. “This program allows [people] to build commmunities
that they get to call their own and | am grateful to be a part of it.”

“This trip was the first Tenzin Lhaze, a Missoula resident, commented
on her experience: “Like many people, the
COVID period was an incredibly trying time
and it made me revisit past trauma as a
marginalized person. However, being in a
group of similarly experienced people that looked like me reaffirmed the common
human experience and the strength of the human spirit in spite of these hurdles.”

time |1 have felt at home.”

- Elif Bilal, Wilderness 101 participant

Elif Bilal, a participant from Bozeman, reflected, “I have been an immigrant

in Montana for over four years but this trip was the first time | have felt at
home — | am beyond grateful to have connected with incredible people

and been introduced into the area. The entire time | felt blessed for having

the opportunity of being welcomed into the sacred lands. | left with a deep
appreciation of knowing that | just made lifetime memories that will always fill
my heart with joy and gratitude. Thank you for making this possible.”

The foundation will partner with Here Montana in 2022 for another Wilderness
101 trip and a Backpacking Stewardship trip for more experienced BIPOC users.
BMWEF offers other Affinity Group trips through our Volunteer Adventures as well.
Those interested in learning more can reach Erynn Castellanos at erynn@bmwf.org.

Photo by Jose Antonio Ibarra Qlivares
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VOLUNTEER VOICES VOLUNTEER ADVENTURES

FROM THE FIELD U & P W gy Give back to the Bob this summer on one of our free volunteer vacations!

“This was an incredible experience. | had
so much fun, learned a ton and am now

completely hooked on the backcountry.” B q
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HOW TO CHOOSE A TRIP
DIFFICULTY RATING SCALE

Trailhead based or car camping with no hike into camp Easy work; lopping brush or handpulling weeds

“It was a truly amazing experience! I wouldn’t change anything
— It was such a, lovely time and I learned a lot. What a great
foundation and mission, and Amelia was a very calm, thorough,
fun, and welcoming trip leader. Couldn’t ask for a better guide.
Highlights were: learning more about trail maintenance, learning
more about the Spotted Bear Ranger Station and USFS, learning
more about plants from others on the trip!”

Relatively easy work; sawing/digging with hiking breaks;

Easy hike to camp; <5 miles with little elevation gain "
spraying weeds

Moderately difficult work; repeatedly lifting up to 40 lbs.,
frequent sawing, digging, etc.

Challenging hike; >10 miles with significant elevation change DIfficUIL celsfaImRnt I guiEpeiily o S Ul - il
)

swinging a pulaski for the full day
Strenuous hike; 15+ miles over mountain passes or over two days Very strenuous work and/or difficult hike to worksite; hard
Ra

continuous labor (sawing, digging) in difficult terrain

Moderate hike to camp; 5-10 miles, <1,000 ft. elevation gain

“l felt ineredibly lncky to be part of such a welcoming group
of nmdividuwals from a variety of backgrounds. Everyone did
Hheir part to contribute to Hie project and we all learned
from each other’s Life experiences along the way.”
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work may just get us there.

Palisade Creek to get
it back into shape. *
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Peter and Jill Seigmund
Randy Green
Richard Hipwell
Rick and Mary Schlauderaff
Robert Agnew
Robert and Chris Stephens
Robert and Mary Runkel
in memory of Echolyn Lee Travis
Robert Eversole
in memory of Andy Breland
Robert Prescott
Rocky Mountain Outfitter
Ron and Mary Behrendt
Ron and Shannon Thompson
Roseburg Forest Products
Rupert Cutler
Sally M Grove
in memory of James Ross
Sam Roloff
Sandi Zellmer
Sara Boilen
Sarah Nuckolls
Scott and Laura Smith
Scott Heidebrink
Shane Wilson
Shannon Freix
Shannon Paidas
in honor of George Paidas
Sheena Pate
SM Energy
Sonny and Ashley Mazzullo
Stacy and Jim Bengtson
Stephen and Breta Palmer
Steve Hill
Steve Kuchera
Steven Fischer
Sue Root
Susan Hawthorne and Adel Johnson
Tanner and Stephanie Kuhl
Tara Kramer
The Simple Chef Catering
Thomas and Julie Sebby
Tim Edwards and Gayle Hudgins
Tim Rogge
Tom and Sue Harding
Tom and Theresa Kolczak
Tony, Annette and Coleman Willis
in memory of Joseph “Pete” Russell
Wayne Chamberlin
in honor of Mary and Peter Carparelli
Wendell Beardsley
Wendy Fordyce and Timothy Fitzgerald
Wendy Kamm
Wilhelm Family Angus
in memory of James Ross
Will and Bonnie Smith
William Thomas

i, CORPORATE

SPONSORS
Great Bear ($2,500+)
Whitefish Credit Union

Scapegoat ($1,000-$2,499)
Bedrock Sandals
Freedom Bank
Greg and Deb Schatz
Park Side Credit Union

Chinese Wall ($500-$999)
Sportsman Ski Haus
Mindful Designs, Inc

Big Prairie ($250-$499)
Dropstone Outfitting

(Y') IN-KIND
DONORS

Anders Olson

Barbara Schelling

Behring Made

Bellwether Jewelry

Black Coffee Roasting Company

Bradley Brooks

Bri Moore Creative

Buckskin Clothier

Candy Phillips

Carlburg Pottery

Chris Peterson

Corvidae Drawings & Designs

Dawn Brennan

Field Guide Designs

Fleur Bake Shop

Gastro Gnome

Glacier Guides- Montana Raft Co.

Glacier Outfitters

Hammer Nutrition

Hurraw!

Izaak Walton Inn

James Weikert

John Ashley Fine Art Photography

Kula Cloth

Michelle Kiefer

Montana Book Co.

Montana Shirt Co

National Forest Foundation

Oboz Footwear

Outfitters Supply Inc.

Park Cabin Company

Patagonia Dillon Outlet

Right On Trek

ROAM Beyond

Ruby + Revolver

Salvage Signs

Samsara Duffey

Sportsman Ski Haus

Spring Brook Ranch

Sun Canyon Lodge

Swan Mountain Outfitters

The Farmer’s Stand Market

The Lodge At Whitefish Lake

Walter and Nancy Kuhn

Whitefish Mountain Resort

Wild Coffee Company

Wild Lupine Folkcraft

YETI

Youer Apparel

U yovaneen

Fred Benson, Last Chance BCH
Dawn Brennan, Flathead BCH
Josh Carlbom, Sun Canyon Lodge
Pat Clanton, S.Fork Outfitters
Elle Eberts, Flathead BCH
Chris Eyer

Krissy Gillespie

Roy Jacobs

Christian LaBar

Kraig Lang

Mike Layng, Last Chance BCH
Wendy Monfort, NWMT BCH
Bonnie Pollack, NWMT BCH
Betsy Rogan, Bitteroot BCH
Greg Schatz, Flathead BCH
Deb Schatz, Flathead BCH
Tony Smith, Last Chance BCH
Robert Tomaskie

Melanie Totten, NWMT BCH
Seline Totten, NWMT BCH
Alden Totten, NWMT BCH

Beth Vallieres, Flathead BCH
Frank Vitale

Judah Westphal, NWMT BCH
Snowy Springs Outfitters
Rocky Mountain Ranger District
Spotted Bear Ranger District



Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation
BOB MARSHALL PO Box 190688

WILDERNESS

ey Hungry Horse, MT 59919

Give Back to
the Bob

The Bob Marshall Wilderness
Foundation connects people
with wild places by providing
access to and stewardship of one
of the world’s most spectacular
landscapes - Montana’s Bob
Marshall Wilderness Complex.

We help hundreds of hard-
working volunteers of all ages
develop a land ethic and give
back to the wilderness by
opening trails, restoring heavily
used areas, maintaining historic
structures and fighting weeds.

Volunteer, Donate, &
Shop the Bob Shop




