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Startmg a New Year is I|ke h|k|ng, we look back down the trail at how far we've come and Iook ‘3
- forward to new scenery around the next bend. In this newsletter and Annual Report you'll read
about BMWF's 2016 accomplishments. For volunteers this may bring back memories of the trail
they helped repair or the meadow they helped clear of weeds, new friends, and the comradery -
built by sweating together and breaking bread together. For donors, these numbers will evoke
a sense of pride for supporting the teams of hard working volunteers that give back to Wilder-
ness. This combined effort speaks volumes about the importance of keeping trails open for all
Wilderness recreationalists.
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The numbers also show that nearly every BMWF project was filled to capacity; some trips had
a waiting list! Affirmation that there is huge support for volunteerism for the conservation of
public lands. This summer we saw the growth of the next generation of conservation leaders
as the Wilderness Conservation Interns came to know the Bob, fell in love with it, and gained
focus for the importance of preserving wild and open spaces for generations to come. The Packer
Apprentice program blossomed successfully, producing two young, competent packers invested
in continuing this valuable Wilderess trade.

Looking ahead to 2017, we anticipate another packed field season. For those of you who can't
waitto get back to the Bob in 2017, the volunteer guide and project sign ups will go live on March
3rd. We will take you to the most scenic parts of the state and iconic places with cool names like
Pretty Prairie, Big Prairie, Hobnail Tom trail, Doctor Lake, Goat Creek, and Indian Meadows. If you
haven't already, be sure to explore our new website at www.bmwf.org and check out the vibrant
pages filled with memorable scenes from the Bob, information on the Wilderness, stories from
the Bob, artist reflections, and coming this spring-- an interactive trail conditions map.

Happy Trails in 2017! .

Community B
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JO«; 2016 was the first year that BMWEF participated in the

GREA' FISH Greatfish Challenge and we were blown away by the

ity chall generosity of the community that came together to
GOIMIMIIEY EIAROIE € help us raise $34,000 to support stewardship of

the Bob. It is an honor the have the support of the community for the stewardship of one of
Montanan's most treasured places on the doorstep of Whitefish. BMWF received 71 contributions
totaling $26,232 and matching funds from WFCF added another $8,500. Thank you to all who
contributed to BMWF's challenge fund! And thank you Whitefish Community Foundation for host-
ing this great community effort by bringing together so many wonderful local nonprofits and the
community to support the good work they are doing.
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MOUNTAINEILM
oh tour
MARCH 7 Great Falls
MARCH 8 Helena
MARCH 9 Whitefish

tickets at www.bmwf.org/events

Marley Sande of Bigfork, MTfound
the BMWF 3 years ago at the ripe
old age of 15. Every summer
since, Marley has taken time off
from her summer job to volunteer
for a week-long trail clearing
adventure.
Marley is one of the most capable
and hard working young woman
you will meet. She, along with the
dozens of other youth volunteers
who head into The Bob every
AINVTES summer, give us hope that our
wild places W|II be in good hands with the next generatlon Marley says, "I love The Bob, and
volunteering initso | can escape the monotony of daily life and explore while giving back”. This
fall Marley headed to college in Bozeman where she's hard at work studying, and exploring
new mountains!

PACKER OF THE YEAR: FRANK VITALE

For as long as we can remember, Frank

Vitale of Columbia Falls, MT has packed many
BMWF volunteer adventures in and out of the
Wilderness each summer. We can't count the
loads he and his mules have hauled, but we
thank them loads! In addition to packing
tools, food, and kitchen gear for volunteers,
Frank dreamed up the Packer Apprentice
Program and helped the Foundation bring it
to fruition this summer. Thank you Frank for
your commitment to support wilderness stew- 8
ardship and conservation and to ensuring the &8
skills and knowledge of wilderness packing 3
are passed on to the next generation. :
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IN WILDERNESS
STEWARDSHIP VALUE

“my trip was an opportunity to see the backcountr
uitl sogteohc else Q’Ygahilih; all the logistics! !
-2016 volunteer

WHAT WENT INTO IT?




Bob Marshall Wilderness
Foundation trips are about
more than just trail work,

){ can be a life changing
derness experlence for
volunteers.

volunteers came from 2 o
states
spending a cumulative
2 1 6 &days unplugged
in the wilderness
forabout1 I4

it was their first time in The Bob 3

22%

of volunteers were kids

“1'm thrilled to have he_ld
genuine conversations with
others of different back- .
grounds and ages about wha
the wilderness means to us
personally, for our culture, our

i nd our future.”
heritage, & 2016 volunteer

2016 FINANCIAL REPORT

INCOME EXPENSES

investment interest
merchandise

licence plates administration

fundraisers

memberships
& donations

hoots on
the ground
programs
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For the nine girls who traveled to The Bob from across Montana, New York, New Jersey, and New
Hampshire this summer for the first Girls in the Bob trip, the experience was truly life changing.

"Girls in the Bob was a truly incredible experience. Not only did I get to help my commu-
nity by making trails better and safer, | was able to push my limits and see what amazing
things I could accomplish. Ripping apart the bridge the very first day, and chopping up
fallen logs the following days was so rewarding, and it showed me the power that | hold
within me. It was not only the volunteer work that I did, but also the day hikes that | went
on. Being up so high and being able to see so far simultaneously makes you feel like a
giant and an ant. You are on top of everything, you are the highest mountain. But you
are also surrounded by nothing. The only thing keeping you on this massive ancient rock
is the soles of your hiking boots. Living such an intense and monumental moment with
people who were strangers just days before forms unbelievably strong bonds. This week,
almost 5 months after our trip, we sent care packages to the other girls from our tent, the
2400 miles between us can't break the bond we forged in the Bob.”

-Molly, 2016 Girls in The Bob participant

Thank you to BMWF Board member Sara Boilen of Sweetgrass Psychological Services for helping
these nine remarkable young women find their strength while hiking over mountain passes and
digging trail and for having the inspiration and ability to let nature nurture.




PACKER
APPRENTICE
PROGRAM
UPDATE

The Packer Apprentice Program &}
was born when Frank Vitale came |
to the BMWF Board of Directors
and said: We don't see a whole
lot of young people packing any
more, and a lot of us are starting
to get a little gray around the |
muzzle. Wouldn'tit be really ' ‘

neat if an organization like the Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation had a kind of apprenticeship
to start teaching them? Well, that's exactly what we did.

TR,

The first ever Packing Apprentices spent a week at the Ninemile Wildlands Training Center learning
packing skills from legendary packer Smoke Elser and Casey Burns followed by six pack trips
with the Master Packers as they assisted BMWF volunteer crews. On these trips Master packers
Frank Vitale, Ralph Hopkins (Flathead BCH), and Ian Bardwell (USFS) helped them hone their skills
and tracked their education resulting in a certificate of accomplishment. But it wasn't all diamond
hitches and tying manti, along the trail the apprentices also picked up valuable lessons like: “You
know Krissy, to a mule all the world is just a tossed salad” or "Krissy, don't you know cowboys don't
drink water.”
Applications for the 2017 Packer Apprentice Program will be accepted till March 15.
to the members and sponsors who
: so generously support wilderness
m stewardship and conservation in
The Bob

CROSS CUT
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iy Bedrock Sar_w.;zla-:r_ _ _
TRAIL BLAZER /éGLkFgundtatltl)_ln at WCF Of Americs _ Biackfoot River Brewing
Cadeau Foundation a%l ountry °fgeme“ Merca — Company
Cotswold Foundation Education Foundation Bob & Winifred Crawford

Franchini Family Foundation

National Forest Foundation

Park Side Federal Credit Union

Recreational Trails Program

Janet & John Bali

Swan Mountain Outfitters

The Front Brewing Company

The Krummholz Fund

Nate & Liz Johnson

Whitefish Community Foundation

Women Who Wine

National Wilderness Stewardship
Alliance

Bayne Family Fund at WCF

BNSF Railways

Bur-Bash DAF at WCF Foundation

Glacier Guides- Montana Raft Co.

James and Wanda Hollensteiner
Foundation

Montana State Fund

Norcross Wildlife Foundation

Patagonia Inc.

Paws Up Foundation

Rocky Mountain Outfitter

Sarah Ryerson

Tom and Teresa Quinn Fund at WCF

Whisler Family Foundation at WCF

Campervan North America

Chris Moore, Landscape
Architect, Inc.

David Gordon

Edward Callaghan

Edward Jones

Eisinger Honda

First Interstate Bank

Fred & Nancy Flint

Glacier Bank

Glacier Raft Compan

Great Northern Powder Guides

Izaak Walton Inn

Jeff Clairmont



John Allen

Kokopelli Raft Co.

Maggie Doherty & Cole Schneider

Mike Patterson

Mindful Designs Inc.

Nancy Cunningham

Proof Research

Red Ants Pants

Richard & Jeanne Williams

Richard Gordon & Cheryl Watkins

Dr. Sara Boilen, Sweetgrass
Psychological Services

Steve & Anne Busch

The Base Camp

Whitefish Credit Union

R
S

DOUBLE BIT AXE “

Alan Stacey

Allen Jimmerson

Alvaro Freyre

American Hiking Society

Ann Clary Gordon in memory of Jim
Gordon

Averill Hospitalit

Badrock Bed anJBreakfast

Bonsai Brewing Project

Boy Scout Troop 285

Carol Bibler &Jim Watson

Charles Zlock

Cossit Law

CounterAssault

DA Davidson

Daniel Harper

Dick & Dulcy Zoellner

Don Hauth

Donald & Marilyn DonTigny in
memory of Bill DonTigny

Edward Jones

Frank & Linda DeKort

Fred & Lynne Van Horn in-memory
of Sharon Logan

Gentry River Ranch

Greg Faught

Hans Hannus

Hurraw! Balm

Jerry Stokes

Jim & Beverly Snapp

John & Kristen Vandenburgh

John Goroski

Kalispell Brewing Co.

Katie Bane in memory of Bernie
Lionberger Jr.

Kramer Family Fund at WCF

Kristina Gillispie

Larry & Helen Cates

Lary's Fly Shop & Montana Fly Co. Christine Dye

Lou Bahin Clark & Patricia Baker
Mary & Pete Carparelli Craig & Victoria McVicker
Matt, Jane & Lauren Brophy Crazy Creek Chairs
Montana Academy Dan &Ann Fagre
National Parks Realty Dan & Kathleen Hedigan
Native Eyewear Dana Chapman

Nelson's ACE Hardware Danna Quinn

Nomad GCS Dave &Alex Carre
Patagonia Dillon Outlet David Hoffman

Fernie Alpine Resort
River Design Group
Roseburg Forest Products
Spotted Bear Spirits

Steeps Tea

Super Feet Insoles

T. Rowe Price Foundation

Tim Edwards & Gayle Hudgins
Todd Harwell & Elena Flanagan
Uncommon Ground
Whitefish Mountain Resort
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Advanced Rehabilitation

Services

Alexander Gray & Cameron

Blake

American Bank

Backcountry Horsemen Of

Montana

Barbara & James Dean

Becca Wheeler

Bet & Doug Wise

Beth Hodder & Al Koss

Betsy & Dan Kohnstamm

Bighorn Outdoor
Specialists

Bill Flint

Bob & Vicky Doty

Bob.and Donna Sims

Bob and Fran Flint

Bob Delk

Bradley & Barbara Massam

Bruce Boody Landscape

Architect

Bruce Rupp

BSA Nebraska Troop #359

BSA Whitefish Troop 1917

Buckskin Clothier

Budget Inn Express
Downtown

Buffington Dental

Carolyn Babcock

Carolyn Koch in memory of
Gene Koch

Chris Lockridge

Chris Peterson

SWINGING PIC
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Dean Hoistad

Deborah & Dennis Milburn in
memory of Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Eric Bornhorst

Feral Stone Jewelry

Field Guide Designs

Flathead Valley Ski Education

Foundation

Freedom Bank

Garden Wall Inn

Gary Danczyk

Georgia Lovelady

Glacier Distilling

Glacier Symphony & Chorale

Green Peak Promo Inc.

Hammer Nutrition

Harvey & Joan Goldstein

Hash, O'Brien, Biby and Murray PLLP

Heather & Paul Davidson

Helen Birk

Howard Anderson & Pam Little

Hugh Jones

James Mcgarvey

Jean Dickey in memory of William
Dickey

Jim & Joslyn Carney

Jim Fortson

John & Sue Pearson

John & Carol Santa

John & Melissa-Phelps

John & Susan O'Donnell

John Emerson

John McIntosh

John Newberry

Joseph & Katy Krezowski

Judith Harwell

Kalispell Regional Medical Center

Katharine Donnelley in memory of
Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Kevin O'Bryan & Emily Murphree

Kraig & Ruth Lang

L.E. Scovel

Leo & Katie McAvoy

Lewayen & Marjorie Kroeger

Lewis Wall in memory of Bernie
Lionberger Jr.

Mack & Julia Avery in memory of
Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Mae Nan Ellingson



Margaret Parodi

Marian Bouwmeester

Marie Johns

Marjorie Popham in memory of
Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Mark & Denise VanArtsdale in
memory of John Brekke

Mark Bailer

Mark Cunnane

Mark Striepe

Merck Foundation

Michael McMahon

Michael Reavis Photography

Mike & Pam Young

Montana Wilderness Association

Murdoch's Columbia Falls

Nancy & Michael Oshier

Nancy Lundgren

O'Haire Motor Inn

Outfitters Supply Inc.

Padraic McCracken & Nisan

Burbridge

Pamela Quinn

Patricia Lucke

Patti Johnston & Tom Osen

Pete & Jan Metzmaker

Peter Block

Raymond Flaherty & Lisa Larsen

RF Systems Consultin? Inc.

Richard & Suzanne Hildner

Robert Friel

Robert Psurny

Salish Kootenai College Upward
Bound

Scott Murphy

Seth Carbonari

Sheila Shapiro

Smoke & Thelma Elser

Spring Brook Ranch

Stan & Bobby.Keil

Stan Sneath

Stephen Brown

Steve & Sandy Kratville

Steve & Teri Johnsen

Steve Olson

Steven Gnam Photography

Stuart & Helen White

Sue & Ed Lieser

Sweetgrass Psychological

Services

Tamarack Brewing Company

Teletech

Terri Smile

Terry & KatKy Fasteen

Terry Chute & Jane Kollmeyer in
memory of Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Teton Pass Ski Area

The Compass Group

The Sander's Bed & Breakfast

The Zane Ray Group

Tim & Ethan House

Tim Strand & Sukey Pfirman
Tyler Warne & Caroline Riss
Vinoture

Wayne & Darlene Thompson
Whitefish Pottery

William & Laura Boyd
William Thibeault & Henry

Barden S
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Amy & Fritz Royer \\\
Amy Bessen =
Andrea Onken
Andrew Chritton
Ann DonTigny in memory of Bill
DonTigny

Anna Gresham
Anne Dellwo

Annie Hansen

Arnold Fujioka

Barb & Steve Penner

Barbara Boorman

Becky Lomax

Bill Shultz

Bob & Sue Padelford

Bonnie & Dan Hodges

Brian Green & Elizabeth Skinner

Brian Mahoney

Bridget Johnson in memory of
Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Brittney Erickson

Capital Sports

Carlos Florey

Carﬁn Rouse

Catherine Sullivan

Charlene Locke

Charles & Maureen Redfield

Chris & Patrick Ryan

Christina Larsen

Chuck & Nancy Manning

Cortica Coffee Mugs

Costco Kalispell

Dan Henry

Daniel & Dylan Harvala

Daniel Bunch

Daniel Herbert

Dave & Kay Owen

David & Nancy Wright in
memory of Bernie Lionberger Jr.

David Boggs

David Borger

David Hockenberry

David VonEschen

Dean Robbins

Dennis Kent

Devon & David Brown

Dexter Hale

Dick & Deb Merritt

Donald Stern

Dudley Hartmann

Edward Zyniecki

Eileen Carney

Elaine & Robert Arrington

Emily Crawford

Eric Lovering

Ernest & Jane Rouse

Ethel Koehler & Marcia Kircher

Fred Cooper

Gail & Jim Jokerst

Gene Persha

George Kolb

Greg & Deborah Schatz

Harry & Cynthia Poett

Heather & Marley Sande

Heidi Haugen

Helena Brewers

Hood Family Revocable Trust
in memory of Bernie
Lionberger Jr.

Irene Fries

James Milos

Jan Niemeyer

Jeff & Jan Martin

Jeni Flatow in memory of
Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Jill & Paul Lamb

Jim Ruffing

Joan Johnston

Joe Wodnik

John & Rosemary McKinnon

John &Fischer Gangemi

John & Kathi Hartlieb

John & Suzanne Swietnicki

John Bostick

Kara Snyder

Karen Brockus in memory of
Bernie Liongerger Jr.

Karen Person & Sydney Lillard

Karen Snow

Karen South

Karin Connelly

Karley Bozarth

Kathleen Beveridge

Kathleen Heiskell

Ken Brochu

Keni & Ralph Hopkins

Kirk Bryan & Harriet Blake

Krista Marshall

Lacey Hilgers

Lee Pinski

Leonard Castro

Leslie Anderson & Thomas
Cook

Linda, David & Cassidy Grady



Loren Pinski

Mandi Casolo

Mark Lewis

Mary Schlauderaff

Matt Raible

Michael Contrada
Michael Metzmaker
Michael Sherman

Mike Koopal

Mike Richter

Nicholas Hether

Nikki Griffis

Nina Rose Saxenian
Noel Jinings

Norm and Judy Kamrud
North Fork Pizza

Paul Kienker

Peter & Cheri Aronsson
Phil Albert

Philip Johnsrud

Ralph & Linda Greiling
Ralph Kopp

Renee Therriault
Richard & Carole Murphy
Richard Haberkern

Rick & Claudia Mathies
Robert & Chris Stephens
Robert Hayden

Robert Mullin

Robin Kelson

Rockfish Climbing & Fitness
Rod Mclver

Rosemary Moukad
Sally Cameron-Russell
Sheila Johansen

Stacy &Jim Bengtson
Steve Gniadek & Susan Sindt
Steven Grayson

Susan Crawford

Swep & Brenda Davis
Thea Koehler

Tom Javins

Travis Dorvall

Tyler Johnson

Tyrel & Sammi Johnson
Uptown Hearth

Victor Leuck

Wade Muehlhof
William Thomas

HARD HAT, /ﬁ ‘
Addrien Mane <=
Anne & Joe Biby

BacksloEe Brewing

Bellwether Jewelry

Bill & Sid Sullivan

Brooke Stallings
Cindy Yarberry in memory of
Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Clifford & Cassidy Kipp

Corrie Williamson in memory of
Robert Haynes

Dale & June Sprout

Denise Pengeroth

Diane Tidwell

Douglas Messineo

Dow & Becky Smith-Powell

Earl & Karen Philips

Ernie & Renee Lundberg

Gary Dalen

George Weldon

Gerald & Lynda Oshorne

Grete Gansauer

Heaton Electric Inc.

Jack & Karen Hooker

Jane & Henry Ratzlaff

Janet Collins

Janis Taylor

Jeff Hutten

Jesse Pentelute

Jim Murphy

Joe &Linda Franchini

John & Lisa Powell

John Ashley Fine Art

John MacKinnon

John Peine

June Burgau

Karen Beckley

Karl Graf

Ken & Jan Olson in memory of
Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Kiandra Waggoner

Larry & Linda Brandvold in
memory of Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Laura Novak

Leonard Walch in memory of
Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Lyle &Terria Arps

Marchand Logan Dye

Mary Ann Lower

MerYyn &Linda Huso in memory
of Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Michael Leed

Mike Palmer

Montana Liquor & Wine

Phillip J. Scuitto

Runner Up Sports

Sarah Bowman

Shear Perfection

Stephanie & Edward Gunter in
memory of Bernie Lionberger Jr.

Steven Fischer

Sue Paulson

Sue Root

Teresa Asleson in memory of
Bernie Lionberger Jr.

The Nightow! & Backroom

Three Forks Grille
Tim & Hilary Shaw
Wendell Beardsley
Wendy Kamm
William Avey

VOLUNTEER
PACKERS

Alden, Melanie, Patrick, & Seline
Totten
Andy Breland (NWMT BCH)
Bob and Sue Padelford (Flathead
BCH)

Chris Eyer
Dan Harper (Missoula BCH)
Frank Vitale
Herold Herring

Packer Apprentice
lan and Eve Bardwell
Jeff Brant (LC BCH)
Jeni Flatow (LC BCH)
Joe Meek (LC BCH)
John Peine (NWMT BCH)
Keith Alltucker
Kristina Gillispie

Packer Apprentice
Lianna Spooner
Lincoln Ranger District
Neil Horn (LC BCH)
Pat Clanton
Quinton Tolman
Rich Ranch
Rocky Mtn. Ranger District
Rick Mathies (NWMT BCH)
Ron Tippet (NWMT BCH)
Ralph Hopkins (Flathead BCH)
Spotted Bear Ranger District
Swan Mountain Outfitters
Steve Barker (BCH Flathead)
Stu Sorenson (Flathead BCH)
WTR Outfitters

in 2016 these packers'
donated services totaled

$86,400

invalue
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